Assignment 18 Literary Exploration Essay
In the ELA 30-2 Literary Exploration essay on the Diploma Exam, you must discuss a character(s) from literature or film that you have studied in English Language Arts 30–2. For this assignment, you need to choose a character from the novel you read in the course this semester.
Please remember that the person reading your essay has also read the novel and you are expected to write accurately and thoughtfully about the character(s) you choose to discuss. Use specific examples from the novel to support your ideas about the character. Avoid mere plot summaries. In your writing, you should consider your own prior knowledge and/or experience. These knowledge-based or life-based observations can include examples from personal experiences, the experiences of others, and current and/or historical events.
Suggestions for Writing the Literary Exploration Essay:
1. First consider your answer to the topic question. This answer will become your controlling idea.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Then, choose a character(s) from the novel that you know well, that is meaningful to you, and that is relevant to the assignment. Make sure that the character(s) you choose will serve to illustrate your ideas on the topic. As you plan and proceed, be sure that your selection of character(s) allows you to purposefully reflect and develop the topic in enough detail to support your controlling or unifying idea logically and convincingly. As you plan, you may become more confident, or you may decide that your initial choices restrict your ability to explore the topic or will not provide sufficient supporting detail for an effective discussion. At this point, you should reassess and re-explore to find the best way to address the topic.
[image: ]
Read the topics below and choose the ONE that best connects to your novel to respond to for your Literary Exploration essay:
1.  What is your opinion of the idea that our self-confidence influences the decisions we make?
OR
2.  What is your opinion of the idea that perseverance is an essential human quality?
You must
· discuss a character from your novel and you may choose to discuss more than one
· ensure that the details you select support your opinion
· develop your ideas and respond in essay format (aim for at least 5 paragraphs)
You should
· reflect on your own knowledge and/or experience as well as the novel
· carefully consider your controlling idea or how you will create a strong unifying effect in your response
· organize your discussion so that your ideas are clearly and effectively presented
You will be assessed
· on your ability to develop a focused controlling idea or unifying effect
· on your ability to judiciously select relevant and specific support
· on your ability to clearly and effectively organize your ideas.
· on the quality of your language; it is important to use words and sentence structures that are clear, correct, precise, and familiar to you. 
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